~) @““a

Vol. 66 No. 273 | THURSDAY | JULY 20, 2023 | 20 Pages | ¥5 & for Pune %6 only %:g-isga 57 Reg. No. Mcs/048/2021-23; RNI No. 1541/1957 M.p.c.s office Mumbai-400001 Quality at Value
FOR THE PEOPLE

www.freepressjournal.in

FREE PRESS

EDITIONS: MUMBAI*, Pune, Nashik, Konkan, Indore, Bhopal, E-paper

LAST WORD

gURNAL

City NGO takes Bangladeshi home after 20 yrs

S BALAKRISHNAN / MUMBAI

In a heartwarming event
scheduled for July 21 at
Thakurgaon in Bangladesh,
Mohammed aka Moti, a reha-
bilitated schizophrenic, will
bereunited with his family af-
ter 20 years because of the col-
laboration between
Shraddha, an NGO spear-
headed by Magsaysay Award-
winner Bharat Vatwani, vol-
unteers In Bangladesh, and
the Bangladesh deputy high
commaission In Mumbai.

The story began when vol-
unteers of Shraddha, India's
only registered NGO run by

psychiatrists,

professional
spotted a destitute man by the

roadside 1n Karjat. They
brought the man, who gave
his name as Moti, to Shrad-
dha's 6.5 acre centre In Karjat

—— The man will be reunited
with his family with the help
of an NGO spearheaded by
we Magsaysay Award-winner
Bharat Vatwani, volunteers
in Bangladesh, and the
country’s deputy high
commission in Mumbai

which shelters at least 120 des-
titutes with mental 1llnesses.
Inspired by legendary so-
cial worker Baba Amte and
his son Prakash Amte, Shrad-
dha provides free food, shelter

and psychiatric treatment to
the destitutes. It then helps
track down thelr families.

So far, more than 10,000 des-
titutes have been reunited
with their families in various
states, Including Bihar, Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan, Kerala,
Orissa, and West Bengal.

Mot1 was Initially totally Iin-
coherent and all that the vol-
unteers could make out was
that he was speaking in a Ben-
gali dialect popular on the In-
dia-Bangladesh border. He
showed 1mprovement but
could not be reunited with his
family as the Covid pandemic
broke out.

City NGO takes...

Das was approached by Shraddha volun-
teer N1tish Sharma, who sought his help
In reuniting Moti1 with his family in
Bangladesh.

Then began a protracted struggle to
track down Motl's family, with two vol-
unteers from Bangladesh, Nafis Nawal
and Habib, going out of their way to
help.

A detalled Interview with Motl
strengthened the belief that he might be
from Bangladesh. Nawab and Habib
then noted down all the Information
they had about Moti and assured the vol-
unteers that they would try to locate his
family. The two succeeded In this en-
deavour after searching intensely for a
few weeks.

Multiple video calls later it was learnt
that Moti’s real name 1s Md Rahman and
he belongs to Thakurgaon district of
Bangladesh. His father also disclosed
that Rahman had a history of mental 11l-
ness prior to his disappearance from his

home 1n 2002. In the months that fol-
lowed, Rahman’s father (an ex-army
man) followed up with the Deputy High
Commission of Bangladesh, Mumbali,
which asked the NGO to send an official
request letter. The Bangladesh Embassy
In India then sent the travel permit of
Rahman, allowing him to enter
Bangladesh.

“As he 1s still occasionally showing
signs of chronic schizophrenia, we de-
clded not to send him alone and un-
escorted to Bangladesh. Our associate
psychiatrist, Dr Swaralli Kondwilkar
and social worker, Nitish Sharma, vol-
unteered to go with him,” said Watvani.

They hope to cross the border on July
21st and reunite Rahman with his
family in Thakurgaon district.

Later, another NGO, Sneha-
laya in Ahmednagar (headed
by Girish Kulkarni)
organised a 75-day Cycle Rally
called Sadbhavna Rally, begin-
ning on Gandhi Jayanti 2021
from Ahmednagar to Gandhi
Ashram at Noakhali In
Bangladesh to celebrate the 50
years of the independence of
Bangladesh.

Kulkarni invited a few dig-
nitaries from Bangladesh to
Ahmednagar on August 15
last year. One of them was
Raha Naba Kumar Das, the di-
rector of the Gandhi Ashram
Trust, Noakhali, Bangladesh.
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